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Response to Intervention  
                                                                 

   
Can YOU tell which one of us is struggling in school? 

 

                 
 
Response to Intervention has the goal of preventing students from being mislabeled as a student with a 
disability. RTI is designed to insure that EVERY student is receiving appropriate instruction. Student 
outcomes data show that as a whole, students perform better in the general education classroom. It is 
within the RTI model that options and supports are provided for partnerships that will provide more 

opportunities for students to receive their education in more inclusive settings. 
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                                                                         Response to Intervention - An Overview  
                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            
 
 

Response to Intervention: is a process that identifies struggling students through periodic screenings 
and provides interventions early to the students who are not making adequate progress.  It is generally 
provided in a three – tiered process.  Instruction begins for all students with a solid base of instruction in 
the regular classroom. (See diagram on next page)  Components of RTI include: 
 

·  Regular screening (usually 3 times per year) 
·  Use of scientific-based instruction/ interventions 
·  Made decisions based on data 
·  On-going monitoring of student classroom performance 
·  Use of multi-tired system of instruction/interventions 

 
 

Parents and families alike share a common dream…success for their children. However, keep in 
mind that success is different for every child as they present different talents and gifts. It is every parent’s 
desire for our children to learn. It is important and vital that our children have meaningful and positive 
experiences in school. It is when strong partnerships are formed amongst parents, teachers and community 
members that the children get the best experience possible.  
 

Fortunately there have been changes within the schools. The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) 
and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA 2004) require more accountability 
for schools to provide the same quality of education to every child. NCLB and IDEA 2004 really call for 
early intervention methods to include parent involvement with the intention to improve the academic and 
functional outcomes of students. To have the most optimal outcome it requires that parents and schools 
work as one to make informed, data based decisions to provide appropriate and necessary programs 
available to all students.  
 
 

 
 

�����������	
�����
���������
�������������
����
���������������

 
RTI-Information for Families is a program of PAVE   (253)-565-2266 apruitt@wapave.org   www.rti-info4families .org�
 
 



 
                3 

                                                                      
          An overview continued 

                                                                 
 

                                                

We cannot allow a child to fail before we get them help! Action must be taken at this first sign of 
a student struggling with academics or challenging behaviors that interfere with instruction. Good, high 
quality instruction is allowing each child the same opportunities.  
 
We believe that…. 

·  ALL children can learn and achieve high standards as a result of effective teaching. 
·  All students must have access to a rigorous, standards-based curriculum and research-based 

instruction. 
·  Intervening at the earliest indication of need is necessary for student success (Pre K-12). 
·  A comprehensive system of tiered interventions is essential for addressing the full range of 

student needs. 
·  Student results improve when ongoing academic and behavioral performance data inform 

instructional decisions. 
·  Collaboration among educators, families, and community members is the foundation for 

effective problem-solving and instructional decision-making. 
·  Ongoing and meaningful involvement of families increases student success. 
·  All members of the school community must continue to gain knowledge and develop expertise 

in order to build capacity and sustainability of RTI. 
·  Effective leadership at all levels is crucial for the implementation of RTI. 
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                                                                                                                 Essential Parts of RTI  
                         

 
RTI practices have previously been defined by national organizations forming the 2004 Learning 
Disabilities (Learning Disabilities) Roundtable Coalition. The core features of an RTI process are as follows: 
 
School-wide screening/short cycle assessments 
The school gives all students a screening test (short cycle assessment) at least 3 times per year in effort so that 
teachers can identify which students need extra help academically or behaviorally.  
 
Progress monitoring 
Provided for the students needing extra help, frequents checks are done to monitor the progress of each child 
to see what changes, if any, need to be made to instruction. Depending on the intervention strategy, progress 
can be monitored at least every two weeks.   
 
Tiered intervention. 
The RTI model consists of a 3 tiered structure or levels of intervention. Tier 1 or 2 is general education responsibilities 
while tier 3 is special education with instruction that is specifically designed.  Each level of support increases the 
intensity level. 
 
High quality, appropriate instruction / interventions  
All school staff uses appropriate instructional methods and materials that have been proven to work effectively.  
 
Key collaboration  
School staff (principal, general education teachers, special education teachers, reading specialists, support staff, etc) 
works together with parents to help ensure each child is successful.  
 
Fidelity of implementation 
School staff makes sure that the interaction material, methods and intervention strategies are used exactly as intended 
over time.    
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   Three-Tiered process  

                          

 
The three-tiered approach is a means by which students receive interventions based on their academic or 
behavioral needs and progress toward a goal or benchmark. A student is determined be in need of some level 
intervention based on their scores on universal screening assessments given three or more times per school year. 

 
.  

The tiers defined: 
·  Tier 1: Universal intervention: screenings and classroom interventions – available to students in the classroom 

and provided by classroom teachers a few minutes each day, or 15 minutes 2-3x per week 
 

�  Example: differentiated instruction, extra review of vocabulary or math facts, grade level strategies.  
 

·  Tier 2: Individualized intervention: Students who need additional support are given small group instruction in 
addition to Tier 1 interventions. Could be in or outside the classroom 20-30 minutes several times per week 
 

�  Example: Supplemental instruction in reading to increase reading fluency, or supplemental group in math to 
improve number sense. 

 
·  Tier 3: Intensive Intervention: Students who do not respond to Tier 1 and 2 interventions will have increased 

time and alternative research based programs, 4 or more times per week for 30-45 minutes 
 

�  Examples: Replacement program provided in place of struggling subject. 
 

What it looks like: 
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                                                                        Understanding Progress Monitoring in RTI                                                                      

     
Progress Monitoring is based on scientifically based practices to help accurately evaluate student 
progress.  It is one of the core concepts of the RTI process.  The information and data that is gathered 
throughout the RTI process become the basis for educational decisions for the individual student as well as to 
assess the effectiveness of core instruction for all students.   
 

In order to determine if interventions are effective for a student, the decision-making team must establish and 
put in place a method of progress monitoring.  The team will determine which assessments will be used to 
frequently gather data that is sensitive to small changes in student’s academic performance and behavior.  The 
data is then used to make informed decisions about students’ progress and instructional needs.                                                       
 
One form of progress monitoring is called Curriculum Based Measurements (CBM).   It is a standardized 
method of tracking and recording student progress in specific learning areas.  The teacher is able to administer 
the short simple test that measures student progress on a frequent basis.  The information gained from CBM is 
valuable to determine if the students are benefiting form the instruction methods. Individual progress is 
charted and the results can be used to develop strategies that will determine interventions to benefit the 
individual student.  CBM has been demonstrated to be scientifically valid with research demonstrating 
effectiveness in reading, pre-reading, spelling, mathematics and written expression for grades K-6.  There are 
also CBM procedures for middle school.  
 

Below are some examples of CBM 
 

·  National Center on Student Progress Monitoring  
�  http://www.studentprogress.org/families.asp  (website) 

 
·  Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

�  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curriculum-Based_Measurement (website)  
 

·  Wikia Education  
�  http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Curriculum-Based_Measurement (website) 
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                                              Student Outcomes             
 

The Benefits of RTI on student outcomes is important for families to understand. For many parents, there 
is probably no greater outcome for RTI than for their child to receive assistance promptly when they begin 
struggling in school.  When students receive interventions early, negative behaviors due to frustration are often 
avoided.  Successful students feel better about themselves and maintain a positive view of learning and their 
school experience.  
  
RTI eliminates the “wait to fail” dilemma for students to become eligible for special education services as a 
student with disabilities. RTI has the potential to reduce the numbers of students who are referred for special 
education evaluations while increasing the number of students who are successful within regular 
education.  The exact numbers of students receiving the interventions they need, who will not need special 
education services is hard to estimate. The best outcome is always to provide students the help they need when 
they need it.  
 
Parents and educators have reported that RTI interventions through frequent monitoring of a student’s progress 
have produced more information about successful teaching strategies than previous assessments for the 
individual students leading to the student’s success.      

            
RTI helps educators to tell the difference between students with a disability and those who may have academic 
or behavioral difficulties due to other issues leading to fewer referrals to special education.   Other populations 
of students have in the past been over identified for special education.  These students from diverse, racial, 
cultural, language backgrounds are more likely to benefit form the early interventions and they also may also 
be referred less often for evaluation.  
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The RTI model is: 

·  Closing the achievement gap if your child is struggling with learning, 
especially reading  

·  Enabling your child’s teacher to adjust instruction to meet his or her needs as 
a result of universal screening and progress monitoring 

·  Reducing the number of children identified with specific learning disabilities 
due to lack of appropriate instruction  

·  identifying a child with specific learning disabilities in need of special 
education service before he or she fails to make progress over a long period 
of time 

·  Improving overall general education instruction. 



                                             8               
                                                                  

                                                                       Your involvement as a parent 1 of 2 
 

 
 

Getting involved… 
Explained below are suggestions on how to begin your involvement with the RTI process. These 
suggestions are provided for each tier based upon on where your child is placed.             

  
Tier 1: This tier operates in general education setting with research based instruction and trained staff. You 
can participate by doing the following: 

�  Communicate frequently with your child’s teacher. 
�  Open the communication between you and your child, ask about their school day. 
�  Support and monitor homework, assist in the process.  
�  Provide support and constant reinforcement to the teacher.  
�  Praise your child for good work and discuss concerns with struggling subjects or areas.  
�  Be involved! Attend school functions such an open houses and parent teacher conferences.  

 
Tier 2:   If your child is struggling academically or behaviorally, it might be required for the school to 
implement targeted academic and/or behavior interventions and provide them in the regular classroom in 
efforts to get your child back on track. You’re involvement could include the following: 
 

�  Create and reinforce strategies at home that support and link together with the school program.  
�  Ask the school to involve you in team meetings and progress on the intervention.  
�  Attend the team meetings and suggest interventions or activities that work at home.  
�  Praise your child as he/she improves.  
�  Be informed on how long the intervention is intended to last before the teacher will know if the 

intervention is working. Ask how the progress will be monitored. Find out what success looks like.  
 
Tier 3: If the interventions in tier 1 and tier 2 don’t work for your child, the child would take part in tier 3 
interventions. In tier 3 the child is given more intensive support followed by more frequent evaluations using 
scientifically or research based instruction. While this tier is used to support all students who are struggling, it 
cannot be used to as a way of delaying or denying special education services or evaluations.  
 

�  Seek out any counseling services for any behavioral concerns 
�  Just as in tier 1 and 2, continue to praise your child when good work is done 
�  Seek out additional resources such as tutoring academic concerns 
�  Use activities from school at home 
 

 
 
 
 
 

You CAN make the difference! 
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Your involvement as a parent 2 of 2 

                                                                 
   

Response-to-Intervention: Ten Questions Parents Should Ask 
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What screening 
procedures are used 
to identify students 
in need of 
intervention? 

What are the 
interventions and 
instructional programs 
being used? What 
research supports their 
effectiveness? 

What process is used to 
determine the intervention 
that will be provided? 

Is the teacher or 
other person 
responsible for 
providing the 
interventions 
trained in using 
them? 

What strategy is being 
used to monitor student 
progress? What are the 
types of data that will be 
collected and how will 
student progress be 
conveyed to parents? 

Is the school district 
currently using an RTI 
process to provide 
additional support to 
struggling students? If 
not, do they plan to? 

Is a written 
intervention plan 
provided to 
parents as part of 
the RTI process? 

What length 
of time is 
allowed for an 
intervention 
before 
determining if 
the student is 
making 
adequate 
progress? 

At what point in the RTI 
process are students who are 
suspected of having a 
learning disability referred 
for formal evaluation? 

When and how 
will information 
about a 
student’s 
performance 
and progress be 
provided? 
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                                                                       Monthly Activity – February 2010 – Reading 
 

 
 

Reading Ability 
The goal of this exercise is to increase reading speed and to recognize a child’s particular area of struggle in 
reading. After doing this activity you will be able to track your child’s progress by calculating words correct 
per minute. Do this activity 10 minutes each day for a 2 week period and chart your child’s progress. 
 
Materials: 

�  A quite, well-lit area for uninterrupted work 
�  Reading material at an appropriate level for child, one that this child is familiar with but has not 

mastered 
�  A timer 
�  Chart to begin charting progress 

 
Directions: 

�  Find a quite uninterrupted work space 
�  Provide reading material that is selected by your child’s teacher that is ago and grad level appropriate 
�  Begin the reading at a designated spot within the material 
�  Ask that your child read orally and naturally  
�  Set the timer for a 10 min period 

 
Intervene if: 

�  Child substitutes a word 
�  Child omits a word 
�  Child adds a word 
�  Child hesitates for more then a 5 second period 

 
Error Correction Steps: 

1. Point to location of error 
2. Provide correct pronunciation  
3. Ask child to repeat the correct pronunciation 
4. Ask child to reread the entire sentence correctly 
5. Provide verbal praise after each sentence is read 

 
Do this for a 5 minute period. Have the child stop and mark the point at which you stopped. Instruct your 
child to reread the same section. This session should not last past the 10 minute period. Each section read 
should be read 2-3 times per session.  
 
Check: 

�  After each section is concluded conduct a check 
�  Have the child read without errors for a one minute period 
�  Keep track and note errors and mark last word read after one min 
�  Calculate Words Correct per Minute (WCPM) by calculating number of words read subtracted by 

number of errors 
�  Begin charting the WCPM on a daily form   
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