Response to Intervention

Information For Families

Can YOU tell which one of us is struggling in schd@
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Response to Intervention has the goal of preventingtudents from being mislabeled as a student with a
disability. RTI is designed to insure that EVERY stident is receiving appropriate instruction. Student
outcomes data show that as a whole, students perforbetter in the general education classroom. It is
within the RTI model that options and supports areprovided for partnerships that will provide more
opportunities for students to receive their educatin in more inclusive settings.
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Response to Interventionis a process that identifies struggling studemtsugh periodic screenings
and provides interventiorearly to the students who are not making adequate @megreis generally
provided in a three — tiered process. Instruchiegins for all students with a solid base of indian in

the regular classroom. (See diagram on next p&gemponents of RTI include:

Regular screening (usually 3 times per year)

Use of scientific-based instruction/ interventions
Made decisions based on data

On-going monitoring of student classroom perfornganc

Use of multi-tired system ahstruction/interventions

Parents and families alike share a common dreamcesador their children. However, keep in
mind that success is different for every childlesytpresent different talents and gifts. It is gygarent’s
desire for our children to learn. It is importantavital that our children have meaningful and pesi
experiences in school. It is when strong partnesshre formed amongst parents, teachers and cortymuni
members that the children get the best experieassilge.

Fortunately there have been changes within theatsh®he No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)
and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Impement Act (IDEA 2004) require more accountaypilit
for schools to provide the same quality of educataevery child. NCLB and IDEA 2004 really call for
early intervention methods to include parent ineotent with the intention to improve the academit an
functional outcomes of students. To have the mpsinal outcome it requires that parents and schools
work as one to make informed, data based decistopsovide appropriate and necessary programs
available to all students.
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An overview continued

We cannot allow a child to fail before we get therhelp! Action must be taken at this first sign of
a student struggling with academics or challendpelgaviors that interfere with instruction. Goodyhi
quality instruction is allowing each child the saopportunities.

We believe that....
- ALL children can learn and achieve high standasda eesult of effective teaching.
All students must have access to a rigorous, stdedb@sed curriculum and reseaiicased
instruction.
Intervening at the earliest indication of needasessary for student success (P&
A comprehensive system of tiered interventionsgeatial for addressing the full range of
student needs.
Student results improve when ongoing academic ahdworal performance data inform
instructional decisions.
Collaboration among educators, families, and commuty members is the foundation for
effective problemsolving and instructional decisioamaking.
Ongoing and meaningful involvement of families inceases student success.

All members of the school community must continugain knowledge and develop expertise
in order to build capacity and sustainability ofIRT
Effective leadership at all levels is crucial foetimplementation of RTI.
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RTI practices have previously been defined by national orgarezatiforming the 2004 Learning
Disabilities (Learning Disabilities) Roundtable @itan. The core features of an RTI process artobsws:

School-wide screenirghort cycle assessments
The school gives all students a screening testt(siole assessment) at least 3 times per yedfart eo that
teachers can identify which students need extia &ehdemically or behaviorally.

Progress monitoring

Provided for the students needing extra help, ®atgichecks are done to monitor the progress tf @t
to see what changes, if any, need to be madetratisn. Depending on the intervention strategpgpess
can be monitored at least every two weeks.

Tiered intervention.

The RTI model consists of a 3 tiered structureewels of intervention. Tier 1 or 2 is general ediaceresponsibilities
while tier 3 is special education with instructithat is specifically designed. Each level of suppwreases the
intensity level.

High quality, appropriate instruction / intervemtso
All school staff uses appropriate instructional Inoets and materials that have been proven to wéektefely.

Key collaboration
School staff (principal, general education teachsecial education teachers, reading speciadispgort staff, etc)
works together with parents to help ensure eadld chsuccessful.

Fidelity of implementation

School staff makes sure that the interaction materiethods and intervention strategies are usadigxas intended
over time.
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The three-tiered approach is a means bich students receive interventions based om #ueidemic or
behavioral needs and progress toward a goal ohbean®. A student is determined be in need of sawel |
intervention based on their scores on universaestng assessments given three or more times peolsgear.

The tiers defined:

Tier 1: Universal intervention: screenings and slasm interventions — available to students inclagsroom
and provided by classroom teachers a few minutefs @ay, or 15 minutes 2-3x per week

Example: differentiated instruction, extra revielwocabulary or math facts, grade level strategies.

Tier 2: Individualized intervention: Students wheed additional support are given small group ircsion in
addition to Tier 1 interventions. Could be in otside the classroom 20-30 minutes several timesvpek

Example: Supplemental instruction in reading ta@ase reading fluency, or supplemental group inmtat
improve number sense.

Tier 3: Intensive Intervention: Students who do mespond to Tier 1 and 2 interventions will haveréased
time and alternative research based programspmboe times per week for 30-45 minutes

Examples: Replacement program provided in placgrofygling subject.

What it looks like:

Additional instruction time or
strategies & weekly
monitoring.

Additional instruction
for students screened
& needing more help.

5105

Tier1 .
Screening all
80-90% students Is
Instruction for all students on-going.
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Understanding Progress Monitoring in RT

Progress Monitoring is based on scientifically based practices to hetrately evaluate student
progress. It is one of the core concepts of thegrdcess. The information and data that is gather
throughout the RTI process become the basis faragtiunal decisions for the individual student adl &® to
assess the effectiveness of core instruction fatadlents.

In order to determine if interventions are effeetfer a student, the decision-making team musbéskaand
put in place a method of progress monitoring. Eaen will determine which assessments will be used
frequently gather data that is sensitive to sntainges in student’s academic performance and tmhathe
data is then used to make informed decisions adiadents’ progress and instructional needs.

One form of progress monitoring is called CurricalBased Measurements (CBM). It is a standardized
method of tracking and recording student progrespecific learning areas. The teacher is absginister
the short simple test that measures student progrea frequent basis. The information gained f@BM is
valuable to determine if the students are bengfiitmm the instruction methods. Individual progress
charted and the results can be used to develdegia that will determine interventions to bentfe
individual student. CBM has been demonstratecetedientifically valid with research demonstrating
effectiveness in reading, pre-reading, spellingth@@aatics and written expression for grades K-Ber& are
also CBM procedures for middle school.

Below are some examples of CBM

National Center on Student Progress Monitoring
http://www.studentprogress.org/families.agpebsite)

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curriculum-Based _Measment(website)

Wikia Education
http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Curriculum-Based gelsuremenfwebsite)
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StudeéOutcomes

The Benefits of RTlon student outcomes is important for families tdernstand. For many parents, there
is probably no greater outcome for RTI than foiirtikild to receive assistance promptly when thegib
struggling in school. When students receive irgations early, negative behaviors due to frustnagie often
avoided. Successful students feel better aboutgsblves and maintain a positive view of learningd eoeir
school experience.

RTI eliminates the “wait to fail” dilemma for studls to become eligible for special education sewigs a
student with disabilities. RTI has the potentiateduce the numbers of students who are referresptecial
education evaluations whilecreasing the number of students who are success$fwithin regular

education. The exact numbers of students receiving thevetgions they need, who will not need special
education services is hard to estimate. The baésbme is always to provide students kiedp they need when
they need it.

Parents and educators have reported that RTI enéons through frequent monitoring of a studeptsgress
have produced more information about successfahtag strategies than previoassessments for the
individual students leading to the student’s susces

RTI helps educators to tell the difference betwsteents with a disability and those who may haazlamic
or behavioral difficulties due to other issues lagdo fewer referrals to special education. ©fhapulations
of students have in the past been over identifiedpecial education. These students from diveassl,
cultural, language backgrounds are more likelyeodiit form the early interventions and they alsaoyralso
be referred less often for evaluation.

The RTI model is:

Closing the achievement gap if your child is stiuggwith learning,
especially reading

Enabling your child’s teacher to adjust instructiormeet his or her needs as
a result of universal screening and progress mongo

Reducing the number of children identified with gfie learning disabilities
due to lack of appropriate instruction

identifying a child with specific learning disabiéis in need of special
education service before he or she fails to ma&gress over a long period
of time

Improving overall general education instruction.
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Getting involved...

Explained below are suggestions on how to begin yoinvolvement with the RTI process. These
suggestions are provided for each tier based upomavhere your child is placed.

Tier 1: This tier operates in general education settiit vesearch based instruction and trained stadjtl Y
can participate by doing the following:

Communicate frequently with your child’s teacher.

Open the communication between you and your cagll,about their school day.

Support and monitor homework, assist in the pracess

Provide support and constant reinforcement toehelter.

Praise your child for good work and discuss cone&rith struggling subjects or areas.

Be involved! Attend school functions such an opeundes and parent teacher conferences.

Tier 2: If your child is struggling academically or laetorally, it might be required for the school to
implement targeted academic and/or behavior intd¢rmes and provide them in the regular classroom in
efforts to get your child back on track. You're aivement could include the following:

Create and reinforce strategies at home that suppdrlink together with the school program.
Ask the school to involve you in team meetings pradjress on the intervention.

Attend the team meetings and suggest interventoastivities that work at home.

Praise your child as he/she improves.

Be informed on how long the intervention is intethdie last before the teacher will know if the
intervention is working. Ask how the progress widl monitored. Find out what success looks like.

Tier 3: If the interventions in tier 1 and tier 2 don’ok for your child, the child would take part ieiti3
interventions. In tier 3 the child is given moréeinsive support followed by more frequent evaluegiasing
scientifically or research based instruction. WHiilis tier is used to support all students whaosameggling, it
cannot be used to as a way of delaying or denypegial education services or evaluations.

Seek out any counseling services for any behaveaaaterns
Just as in tier 1 and 2, continue to praise yoiud ethen good work is done

Seek out additional resources such as tutoringegemdconcerns
Use activities from school at home

You CAN make the difference!
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Your involvement as a parent 2 of 2

Response-to-Intervention: Ten Questions Parents Shia Ask

What strategy is being
used to monitor student
progress? What are the
types of data that will b
collected and how will
student progress be
conveyed to parents?

Is the school district
currently using an RTI
process to provide
additional support to
struggling students? If
not, do they plan to?

Is the teacher or
other person
responsible for
providing the
interventions
trained in using
them?

At what point in the RTI
process are students who al
suspected of having a
learning disability referred
for formal evaluation?

What are the
interventions and
instructional programs
being used? What
research supports their
effectiveness?

What process is used to
determine the intervention
that will be provided?

Is a written
intervention plan
provided to

parents as part of
the RTI proces:

When and how
will information
about a
student’s
performance
and progress be
provided?

What length
of time is
allowed for an
intervention
before
determining if
the student is
making
adequate
progress?

What screening
procedures are use
to identify students
in need of
intervention?
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Monthly Activity — February 200 — Reading

Reading Ability
The goal of this exercise is to increase readimgd@nd to recognize a child’s particular aredrofgle in
reading. After doing this activity you will be aldie track your child’s progress by calculating we&abrrect
per minute. Do this activity 10 minutes each dayaf@ week period and chart your child’s progress.

Materials:

A quite, well-lit area for uninterrupted work

Reading material at an appropriate level for clolag that this child is familiar with but has not
mastered

A timer

Chart to begin charting progress

Directions:

Intervene if:

Error Correction Steps:

arwnE

Find a quite uninterrupted work space
Provide reading material that is selected by yildts teacher that is ago and grad level approgria
Begin the reading at a designated spot within theenal

Ask that your child read orally and naturally
Set the timer for a 10 min period

Child substitutes a word

Child omits a word

Child adds a word

Child hesitates for more then a 5 second pe

Point to location of error

Provide correct pronunciation

Ask child to repeat the correct pronunciation
Ask child to reread the entire sentence correctly
Provide verbal praise after each sentence is rea

Do this for a 5 minute period. Have the child samgl mark the point at which you stopped. Instrectry
child to reread the same section. This sessionldimmt last past the 10 minute period. Each sectad
should be read 2-3 times per session.

Check:

After each section is concluded conduct a check

Have the child read without errors for a one mimggod

Keep track and note errors and mark last word aé&d one min

Calculate Words Correct per Minute (WCPM) by cadting number of words read subtracted by
number of errors

Begin charting the WCPM on a daily form
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